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pish wings to litérature, and winnow its healthful intlence:
over all the dwellings and pursuils of man—guiding and
sickening the operations of laborious industry and ingen-
ious art— solacing the rest of Tearied diligence—sup-

yiog with. thought the vacuity of suspended action—
psuructing and dehighting the leisure of accumulated wealth
_detecting the arufice of pohtical intrigue—confounding
ihe schemes of profligate ambition—animating the patriots
‘hope, and nefying the hero’s arm—and we must all admt,
{hat the most unportant end of education is the diffusion of
knowledge among the great body of the people: and when
we compute how Jarge a portion of our bappiness depends
onthe wisdom of our peculiar legislation, we cannot but {eel
thedeepest solicitude for the common spread of this bless-
mg:&nd having regard to the particular merits of the general
systemn, which is now the §ubjecL of consideration, we may
frecly repeat the matured views aud illustrations which have
‘been emplOyed heretofore in vindication of this principle.
"t has been considered, and the experience of other states
justifies the anticipation, that the gencral admission of all
‘classes to a@_common School, will elicit talents and prove in
ipractice & felicitous accommodation to the geuias ayd spirit
‘of our constitution aud form of government.

The beseficial effects of a systematic course of common
‘@ucation in New-York, from which, in fact, the »3stem of
Margland is, mainly dvawn, are happily pourtrayed in a re-
cent message of the distinguished Governor before referced
to—philantrophy and wisdom are most manifest in the en-
lightened views of the statesman—He says, in substance,
thal the first duty of goverament, and the surest evidence of
‘good government, is the encouragement of education—a
geaeral diffusion of knowledge is the precursor and protecior
of free institutions, under it we may confide as the conse.ra-
it power, thaat will watch over our libertics. and guard them
aguinst fraud, inlrigue, corruption and ziplence—a good
§ystem of common schools may be considered as the “palla-
dium of our freedom,” for no apprehension of tts subversion
¢ be entertaitied as long as the great body of the people
e enlightened by edacation—to break down the barriers

hich poverty has erected against the acquisition of knowr-

bige, is to réstore the just equilibrium of socie(y, and to
ptlorm a dity of paramount obligation. '
1, The subjoined abstract from the last report of the Super-

?'%Eﬁdf,nt of common schools, to the Legislatore of New-
Yok, will exhibit, in high relief, the vast advantages of their
 system, since its commencement in 1818 : ' :




